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Subject Area Business and Languages 

Language As an exchange student, you may choose among 
subjects from different courses/levels either in English or Spanish.
Minimum English language proficiency level of B2 required and 
Spanish courses require a minimum level of C1.

Academic Calendar
Semester 1 Early September to Late January

Semester 2  Late January to Late May

Module Catalogue Have a look through the module catalogue for 
modules available to exchange students.

Fiancial Support As a UK Erasmus student, you are entitled to 
receive an Erasmus Grant for your time away at a participating 
Erasmus institution.

KEY FACTS

https://www.uc3m.es/ss/Satellite/UC3MInstitucional/en/TextoMixta/1371220461773/
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/higher-education-study-or-work-abroad-grant-rates-2016-17
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MADRID, SPAIN

Population 3.1 million
Currency Euro €
Time difference GMT+1

Madrid, the capital of Spain, is a cosmopolitan city that combines 
the most modern infrastructures and the status as an economic, 
financial, administrative and service centre, with a large cultural 
and artistic heritage, a legacy of centuries of exciting history.
Strategically located in the geographic centre of the Iberian 
Peninsula at an altitude of 646 m above sea level, Madrid has one 
of the most important historic centres of all the great European 
cities. This heritage merges seamlessly with the city’s modern and 
convenient infrastructures, a wide-ranging offer of accommodation 
and services, and all the latest state-of-the-art technologies in 
audiovisual and communications media. These conditions, together 
with all the drive of a dynamic and open society –as well as high-
spirited and friendly– have made this metropolis one of the great 
capitals of the Western world.
It has been populated since the Lower Palaeolithic era, although it 
was not until 1561 that King Philip II made Madrid the capital city 
of his vast empire. The historic centre, also known as the “Madrid 
of Los Austrias” (in reference to the Hapsburg monarchs), and the 
spectacular Plaza Mayor square –inaugurated in 1620 and one of 
the most popular and typical sites in Spain– are a living example of 
the nascent splendour of the city in the 16th and 17th centuries.
But if there’s one thing that sets Madrid apart, it must be its deep 
and infectious passion for life that finds its outlet in the friendly and 
open character of its inhabitants.

MORE
INFO

esmadrid.com
lonelyplanet.com
spain.info

http://www.esmadrid.com/en
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/spain/madrid
http://www.spain.info/en_GB/que-quieres/ciudades-pueblos/grandes-ciudades/madrid.html#


CARLOS III UNIVERSITY OF MADRID

Carlos III University of Madrid (UC3M) was established by an 
Act of the Spanish Parliament on 5 May 1989, within the 
framework of the University Reform Act of 1983. From the 
outset it was intended to be a relatively small, innovative, public 
university, providing teaching of the highest quality and focused 
primarily on research. Our first Chancellor was Professor 
Gregorio Peces-Barba. 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid has four campuses located in 
the municipalities of Getafe, Leganés, and Colmenarejo, and in 
the heart of Madrid at Puerta de Toledo.
The UC3M has 19872 students and in more than half of 
our undergraduate degree courses, UC3M students have 
obtained the highest admission grades of all the Madrid-based 
universities.
The university actively encourages the personal development 
of all those connected to the higher education community. 
All our activities are guided by the values of merit, ability, 
efficiency, transparency, fairness, equality and respect for the 
environment. UC3M lecturers have the highest proportion 
of research results evaluated favourably by the Ministry of 
Education out of all Spanish universities.

uc3m.es
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La Universidad Carlos III de Madrid

Guide for International Students

University Videos

http://uc3m.es
http://www.uc3m.es/ss/Satellite/UC3MInstitucional/en/TextoDosColumnas/1371219273906/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UC3M
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Erasmus code E MADRID14

No of students 19,872

Style of study Students study approximately five modules per 
semester. The UC3M teaching model is classroom based, that 
is, you must attend class from the first day of your course. The 
course is based on continuous assessment and is based on the 
student’s efforts and active involvement in classes, preparing 
papers and completing exercises and practical tasks.

Grade system 
Spanish Grade ECTS Grade Descriptor

10 - 9 A Excellent 
8 - 8.9 B Very Good
7 - 7.9 C  Good
6 - 6.9 D Satisfactory
5 - 5.9 E Sufficient
0 - 4.9 F Fail

Going abroad in Trimester 1 Initial Application Form 20 December (current year)
Host University’s Form April – May (following year)

Going abroad in Trimester 2
Initial Application Form 20 December (current year)
Host University’s Form September – October (following year)

Application Times
Please note that you have to apply to the exchange programme in your current year by 20 December. Applications for the host university must be 
submitted between April and May or September and October (depending on the Trimester), in the year following your initial application.



Living Costs
The average cost of living including housing (sharing flat), food, local 
bus/metro transportation and medical insurance is about €600 - €800 
per month. The actual costs will vary depending on your lifestyle.

Off-campus accommodation (for one room) €350 - €700
On-campus accommodation €570 - €870
Food €100 - €200/per month
Public transport ticket €1,50
Other costs €300 - €500/per month
Cappuccino (regular) €1.70
Loaf of Fresh White Bread €0.88 

Transport 
Madrid public transportation is clean, fast, safe, extensive and efficient. 
It includes 13 metro lines, more than 170 bus lines (EMT), 3  tram lines 
(Metro Ligero) and 10 lines of Cercanias (local trains that link the city 
centre with the suburbs).
Train network is operated by Renfe which is a state-owned company 
providing passenger and freight rail transport.
Public Transportation Card (Tarjeta Transporte Público) is used to pay 
for journeys on the public transport in Madrid. Under 26s are able to 
purchase monthly unlimited travel in all tariff zones (from zone A to E2) 
for a flat fee of €20.

ACCOMODATION & LIVING 
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More on Cost of Living in Madrid

There are three Residence Halls have more than over a thousand 
places available: Fernando de los Ríos and Gregorio Peces Barba in 
Getafe, and Fernando Abril Martorell in Leganés. All of them want 
to provide a true home away from home for students and faculty 
during their university stay.
For example, for residence halls in Getafe all rooms are individual 
and dispose of a private bathroom, and are equipped with 90 x 
200 cm storage beds, pillow and bedspread. The furniture in the 
room comprises of a wardrobe, bedside table, bookshelves and a 
chair and study desk.

Numbeo.com

http://www.emtmadrid.es/Home.aspx
http://www.crtm.es/tu-transporte-publico/metro-ligero.aspx
http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/index.html
http://www.crtm.es/billetes-y-tarifas/tarjeta-transporte-publico.aspx
http://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/city_result.jsp?country=Spain&city=Madrid&displayCurrency=GBP


CONTACT FOR INCOMING STUDENTS

CARLOS III UNIVERSITY OF MADRID

If you’re interested in the programme or you have any queries, please contact 
the Edinburgh Napier University’s Global Mobility team first:        

studyabroad@napier.ac.uk
0131 455 4574 or 0131 455 3412 
napier.ac.uk/exchanges
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Getafe Campus - International Office

incoming@uc3m.es
+34 91 624 9550

Room 8.0.21
Building 8 (Rectorate) 
C/ Madrid, 126 - 28903 Getafe (Madrid)
Spain

mailto:studyabroad@napier.ac.uk
http://my.napier.ac.uk/International/Exchange/Pages/Exchanges.aspx


STUD ENT EXPERIENCES

Madrid is a 
perfect 

city for
an exchange 

programme. 

“

”
Student Feedback

Photos from students
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http://my.napier.ac.uk/International/Exchange/Exchange-Portfolio/Pages/Student-Feedback.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/147776703@N02/albums


All images sourced from the university’s official website and social media accounts, except where noted otherwise.

Notice something that we need to fix or update? Please email us studyabroad@napier.ac.uk

mailto:studyabroad@napier.ac.uk
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